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Southeast Nebraska Grassland Association (SENGA) members strive to 
achieve greener, grassier pastures and ranges in the most environmentally 
friendly manners.  Members meet regularly to learn how to use proper grazing 
management techniques to improve their profits and enhance livestock condi-
tioning.  SENGA’s activities promote the power of “green” in land steward-
ship. 
 

Pasture Walks hosted by members 
focus on the experiment of patch-
burn grazing and its affects on plant 
composition and production and cat-
tle grazing.   
 

SENGA partners with the Nebraska 
Grazing Lands Coalition and the Tall-
grass Prairie Partnership in hosting 
educational workshops throughout 
the year.   
 

SENGA currently has over 65 mem-
bers and encourages anyone inter-
ested in grassland health to join.  
Contact the Five Rivers RC&D office 
for more information and to acquire 
membership. 

SENGA—Our Goal Is to Be  
“The Greenest” 

Above:  Curt Pate, 
nationally-noted clini-
cian, demonstrates 
methods to low-stress 
cattle handling at a 
clinic hosted by the 
Nebraska Grazing 
Lands Coalition. 
 
 
 
Left:  SENGA mem-
bers enjoy a ride while 
viewing the results of a 
patch-burn grazing 
demonstration. 
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June 30, 2009 
 
Greetings: 
 
As newly elected President of the Five Rivers RC&D, I want to thank past President, Scott Kudrna, for volunteering his time and 
talents to improve southeast Nebraska.  He left a legacy of service and performance that I plan to continue.  Scott now serves as the 
Nebraska State RC&D Association President.  He continues to be active nationally to ensure funding for the RC&D program.   
 
Five Rivers RC&D could not accomplish its projects without an active Council and other willing volunteers.  These volunteers con-
tributed over 1,629 hours assisting with the RC&D projects since last July.   
 
The National RC&D Association recognized our RC&D at the national conference with a “Circle of Diamonds” plaque for the 
Council’s level of professionalism. At the national conference, we were also selected to showcase one of our projects through a 
poster presentation.  At the Nebraska RC&D conference Alfred (Doc) Gigstad received the esteemed “Spirit of Nebraska” award.   
 
Following are some of the on-going  projects of the Council:   
 

Household Hazardous Waste Collections—With the help of 85 volunteers and the assistance of the Nemaha and Lower Big Blue Natural 
Resources Districts over 22 tons of hazardous materials were disposed of safely through our collections.  Funding for the disposal was 
provided by the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality and the eight Counties in the service area.  (This project demonstrates 
that through cooperation we can make ours a better world.) 

 
Scrap Tire Collections—Five Rivers RC&D assisted several Counties by writing grants for them for scrap tire collections.   

 
Electronics Collections—Through a grant from WasteCap Nebraska the RC&D will hold electronics collections in Johnson, Nemaha and 

Pawnee Counties this fall. 
 

Five Rivers Weed Management Area—The WMA provides on-going education on invasive species and noxious plants to landowners.  
Through a grant from the Nebraska Department of Agriculture the WMA is tackling the eradication of Phragmites, Sericea Lespedeza, 
and other such plants found in the area. 

 
Southeast Nebraska Grassland Association—This group of individuals interested in preserving and improving grazing areas in the area meet 

regularly to share their successes and challenges in maintaining pastures. 
 

Alternative Agriculture Projects—These include promoting the Nebraska Local Foods Network, Buy Fresh Buy Local, and hosting a Small 
Scale Commercial Wine Making School.  These projects encourage people to consider entering non-traditional agricultural ventures.  
Because of demand for more technical information the Council will host an Advanced Wine Making class on November 13th and 14th. 

 
There are many other projects I could mention, but I believe those cited above demonstrate the importance of the Five Rivers RC&D 
to southeast Nebraska.   
 
If you have any questions regarding Five Rivers RC&D or have suggestions for projects, please contact our office or one of the 
Council members listed on page 11.  Also, if you are interested in becoming a RC&D volunteer be sure to contact us. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Alan Richard 
President 
Five Rivers RC&D  
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Council  News 

Doc Gigstad Recognized with Spirit of Nebraska AwardDoc Gigstad Recognized with Spirit of Nebraska AwardDoc Gigstad Recognized with Spirit of Nebraska Award 

Doc Gigstad, RC&D 
Award Recipient 

 

At the 2008 Nebraska 
State RC&D Conference 
last October, Council 
Member Alfred (Doc) 
Gigstad won the Spirit of 
Nebraska Award.   
 

The Spirit of Nebraska 
award honors a person or 
group that creates and 
fosters the spirit of 
Greater Nebraska;  mak-
ing Nebraska a special 
place to live, work, and 
raise a family.   
 

Doc has been a very prominent 
leader throughout his life in the 
many organizations he has partici-
pated in.  Locally, he boosted the 
economic activity by his role in the 
plans for the Nebraska City Airport, 
and by founding the River Country 
Industrial Development Group.  He 
has also served on the Nemaha 
NRD board five years as Chairman.   

 
Regionally, he has been a very in-
fluential member through his in-
volvement with the Nebraska Col-
lege Board of Trustees, Nebraska 
Water Resource Association, Ne-
braska Board of Veterinary Exam-
iners, Old West Regional Commis-
sion, Nebraska Cornhusker Advi-
sory Council – Boy Scouts of 
America, Southeast Nebraska De-

velopment Coun-
cil and the South-
east Nebraska 
Solid Waste Com-
pact.   
 

His involvement 
with these and 
other organiza-
tions are accentu-
ated with the nu-
merous awards 
that he has re-
ceived throughout 
his lifetime. 
 

Doc has been a 
Council member 

since 1997 and currently serves as 
the Secretary for the Five Rivers 
RC&D.   
 
His past experiences have truly 
blessed our council with network-
ing opportunities and the foresight 
to project successful outcomes.   
 
Congratulations, Doc! 

Alfred (Doc) Gigstad, flanked by  his family receives the Spirit of 
Nebraska award.  Pictured (from left to right) are Carolyn Gigstad 
and her husband, Orville Gigstad, of Syracuse, Doc Gigstad, Roberta 
Gigstad, his wife, and Scott Kudrna, President of the Nebraska State 
Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Association. 

 

 
Five Rivers Resource  

Conservation and Development 
(RC&D) Officers 

 
The 2008-2009 Officers for the Five 
Rivers RC&D are shown here. 
 
They are (from left to right): 
 
Jessica Jones   Vice President 
Alfred Gigstad Secretary 
Alan Richard  President 
Mary Kruger  Treasurer 
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Projects 

 
Did you know that organic farming provides producers the opportunity to increase the average profit per acre 
of land farmed by as much as 800%?  Statistics show that organic food sales remain the fastest growing sector 
in the food industry; tripling to more than $1.7 billion in 2007, according to USDA’s Agriculture Census. 
 
Responding to increased interest in organic farming, the Five Rivers RC&D partnered with eight other 
RC&D’s across the state to sponsor a 3-year, statewide education program to help farmers and ranchers transi-
tion to organic production.    
 
The Organic Statewide project is partially 
funded through a grant from the Nebraska 
Environmental Trust.  With this project fund-
ing, the Five Rivers RC&D held an introduc-
tory workshop in February in Tecumseh and 
partnered with the Great Plains RC&D to 
host a farm tour at the West Blue Farm near 
Milford in June.   Producers in the Five Riv-
ers RC&D area interested in organic farm/
ranch production are welcome to contact Ken 
Thiltges, Five Rivers RC&D Farmer Contact 
for the Organic Project, at 
kmgthiltg@sentco.net or at (402) 245-5460.    
 
Producers are also encouraged to contact 
their local USDA-NRCS office for informa-
tion regarding financial incentives and tech-
nical assistance to convert to organic produc-
tion. 

Statewide Organic Farming and Ranching 

Dave Welsch, owner of West Blue Farm and technician for the Ne-
braska Statewide Organic Project, describes the effectiveness of 
cultivation in an organic soybean field. 

The Nebraska Local Foods Network (NLFN) was started in February 2008 in an effort 
to promote collaboration in achieving a sustainable local foods system that will benefit 
the state of Nebraska.  A local foods system has the potential to benefit rural Nebraska 
by generating jobs, income, and a reliable food supply.    The Network is composed of 
various University of Nebraska departments, Five Rivers RC&D, Great Plains RC&D, 
the Center for Rural Affairs, the Nebraska Sustainable Agricultural Society, the Ne-
braska Restaurant Association, the Nebraska Food Cooperative and others across the 
state.  For activities of the NLFN, browse to:  
ruralinitiative.nebraska.edu/innovation/nebraska_local_foods.html 

 
Get your copy of the 2009 Nebraska Local Food Guide by contacting the 
Nebraska Buy Fresh Buy Local organization at 402-472-5273 or online at 
www.buylocalnebraska.org.  

Nebraska  Local  Foods  Network   
 



 

5 

With the help of over 85 volun-
teers, household hazardous 
waste (HHW) collection events 
in each of the Five Rivers 
RC&D counties in April were 
successful in collecting house-
hold paint, pesticides, acids, oil, 
batteries, solvents and a few 
other miscellaneous chemicals.  
As in past years, volunteers 
from the local, county, and state 
organizations and from the gen-
eral public all pitched in to as-
sist the Red Willow County 
(NE) Hazardous Waste Collec-
tion Team with collecting mate-
rials, opening cans, dumping the 
chemicals in collection barrels, 
and disposing of unused mate-
rial.  The Red Willow County 
Team then hauled all but the 
batteries and oil back to 
McCook for proper disposal. 
 
The eight collection events were 
attended by 736 households dis-

posing a total of 45,500 pounds 
of hazardous materials.  New to 
the HHW was the collection 
and disposal of fluorescent light 
bulbs.  Over 710 pounds of 
bulbs where crushed in an auto-
matic grinder that also collected 
the mercury.  Battery collec-
tions were lower this year since 
many businesses now have bat-
tery disposal programs already 
in place.  Batteries that were 
collected were sold to recyclers 

to raise money for local organi-
zations.   Participating counties 
retained oil for their used oil col-
lection programs. 
 
The Five Rivers RC&D has as-
sisted with two prior HHW col-
lections (2004 and 2007) and 
each time the effort is met with a 
lot of community support.    
 
“We know that the public appre-
ciates the opportunity to clean up 
around their homes and properly 
dispose of these hazardous 

chemicals.  They understand 
the importance of maintaining 
a healthy environment.  We 
were told that at each event 
we held.” said Five Rivers 
RC&D Coordinator Tammy 
Timms. 
 

Funding for the project was pro-
vided to the Lower Big Blue Natu-
ral Resource District and the Ne-
maha Natural Resource District 
from the Litter Reduction and Re-
cycling Grant Program of the Ne-
braska Department of Environ-
mental Quality and financial con-
tributions from each County.   The 
Five Rivers RC&D administered 
the grant and coordinated the col-
lection events. 

Volunteers Make Household Hazardous Waste  
Collections Successful…Again! 

Aerosol Shirley:  Shirley Gronewold, 
Five Rivers Council Member, extracts 
contents from aerosol cans at the Gage 
County collection event. 

Auburn Event:  At a typical HHW event, volunteers collect chemi-
cals from participating residents and then sort chemicals by level of 
toxicity; chemicals that cannot be combined with others are inven-
toried in a computer and stored in vermiculite filled barrels, the 
remaining chemicals are combined in 55 gal barrels. 

Above—Jim Sefried:  As residents enter the 
collection area, a survey is conducted to 
track community participation and need for 
future collections.  Pictured is Jim Sefried, 
Five Rivers Council Member conducting 
surveys at the Richardson County collection 
event. 
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The Five Rivers Weed Manage-
ment Area (WMA) continues its 
plot against noxious weeds.  Last 
year the group’s focus was Sericea 
Lespedeza.  This year the story is 
the same, but only to add to it the 
battle with Phragmites (common 
reed) - a dense stand of Phragmites 
out-competes native plant commu-
nities and alters the conveyance of 
water by channelizing the river 
channels and creating vegetative 
barriers, thus making areas suscep-
tible to flooding during high water 
events. 
 
Through funding from the Ne-
braska Department of Agriculture, 
the WMA chemically treated a 
small field of Sericea at Indian 
Cave State Park and a field of 
Phragmites in Gage County last 
fall.  Signs have been posted at 
both demonstration sites for public 
review in the effectiveness of dif-
ferent chemicals at various rates.   
 
Sericea is considered a noxious 
weed in all counties of the Five 
Rivers RC&D area but Johnson 
County.  Phragmites is a statewide 
noxious weed.  For more informa-
tion on these and other noxious 
weeds and on the activities of the 
WMA, please contact the Five  
Rivers RC&D. 

Before and After 
 

This Phragmites infestation in Gage County is currently a demonstration 
project of the WMA.  This site was sprayed in September of 2008.  The 
blue dye in the chemical, Clearcast, helps guide the applicator in applying 
adequate coverage.  It is important to note that repeat chemical applica-
tions and proper land management practices are necessary to battle this 
noxious invader. 
 
The photo below shows the treated area ten months after being treated.  
The Phragmites was successfully killed and cattails are now re-growing.  
This site will require close monitoring for the reoccurrence of Phragmites. 

WMA – Staying Noxious 
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Have you seen this sign?  The Five Rivers Weed Management Area 
developed this traveling sign as an educational tool to help 
 landowners identify and manage these four noxious weeds.   

 
Do you recognize these plants?  If you are concerned about them, call 
the Five Rivers RC&D office at 335-3347 for its assistance in learning 

how you can control and eradicate them.  

 

Funding for this sign provided in part from a grant from the Nebraska Department of Agriculture and the Five Rivers WMA. 

Funding for this sign provided in part from  a grant from the Nebraska Department of Agriculture and the Five Rivers WMA. 
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Twenty-five students from across the Midwest enjoyed 
learning about white wine and red wine making October 
24 and 25th at Wine School VI hosted by the Five Rivers 
RC&D at the UNL Kimmel Education and Research Cen-
ter in Nebraska City. 
 
Instructor Alan Dillard, owner and winemaker at Lime-
stone Creek Winery located in Southern Illinois, taught on 
grape selection and quality; production equipment; pro-
duction of white/blush wines and red wines; laboratory 
equipment; treatment of must/wine for clarity, stability, 
and post-fermentation storage and aging; and bottling and 
labeling of wines.  Students were also treated to wine tast-
ing events at the Sugar Clay Winery in Thurman, IA and 
the Kimmel Orchard and Vineyard in Nebraska City.  The 
class finalized with laboratory demonstrations from Alan 
as well as Vaughn Hammond, UNL Kimmel Education 
and Research Center Extension Technologist, on the 
proper use of wine testing equipment. 
 
The Five Rivers RC&D will be hosting an Advanced Wine Making School this fall, on November 13 - 14,         
for licensed wine-makers interested in perfecting wine quality.  For more information call the RC&D. 

Demand for Micro-Vinification  
(Wine-Making) Continues 

Alan Dillard, Instructor for the Small Scale Commercial 
Wine Making Class, displays a wine that no one should 
make or drink because of its impure clarity. 

Wanting to visit southeast Nebraska?  The Southeast Ne-
braska Travel Council produces the Southeast Nebraska 
Travel Guide each year.  Pick up your guide at local venues 
or log onto its new website at 
www.visitsoutheastnebraska.org. 
 

It’s the land of the Missouri River, hardwood forests & tall 
grass prairies.  Whether it’s historic sites, wineries, nature 
walks, shopping, fishing or hunting, Southeast Nebraska has 
everything to lure even the most jaded traveler to the area. 

RC&D Promotes Southeast Nebraska 
Travel Council’s Efforts   
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Upcoming Events  
  

 

     Call the Five Rivers  RC&D 
office at (402) 335-3347 for 
more information on the events 
listed below. 
 
 

Wine School VII: 
 

     Five Rivers RC&D will host 
Wine School VII at the UNL-
Kimmel Education Center in Ne-
braska City on October 23 & 24, 
2009.   

 

Advanced Wine Making 
School: 

 

     Five Rivers RC&D will host an 
Advanced Wine Making class at 
the UNL-Kimmel Education Cen-
ter in Nebraska City on Novem-
ber 13 & 14, 2009.  Registrants 
must be a commercial vintner or 
have applied for a license to be 
accepted. 
 
 

Organic Farming/
Ranching Harvest Tour: 

 

     This tour is tentatively sched-
uled for this fall.  Call the Five 
Rivers RC&D if you are inter-
ested in learning more about the 
event.   
 
 

Electronics Collections in 
Johnson, Nemaha, and 

Pawnee Counties: 
 

    Electronics collections are 
slated in these Counties in Sep-
tember.  Watch your local news-
papers or call the RC&D office 
for more information and dates. 
 
 
 

Nebraska State RC&D  
Conference: 

 

     Panhandle RC&D will host 
this event in Gering in October.  
Anyone interested in learning 
more about the RC&D program 
is invited to attend.    

There’s no better way to enjoy 
your vacation and save pennies 
at the same time than vacation-
ing in Nebraska.  Heritage 
Highway (Scenic Byway 136) 
promotes many historical and 
outdoor activities as well as 
charming restaurants and lodg-
ing options to travelers from 
Brownville to Edison, Ne-
braska.  Log on to 
www.heritagehighway136.com 
or call 1-888-404-1315 for all 
the exciting opportunities that 
await you along Heritage High-
way. 

Dan Lygrisse won first place in the 
Heritage Highway Photo Contest 
with this photo titled “Working in the 
Flower Garden.” 

Heritage Highway Promotes  
Staycations in Nebraska 

The Drug Prevention Coalitions in Johnson, Nemaha, Pawnee, and Richardson Counties 
have been taking an active approach in encouraging the public to be aware of the dan-
gers of substance abuse and to realize the responsibilities involved.  Forums have been 
held to inform parents of the current trends in substance abuse among minors.  The coa-
litions have also been active in their promotions at many school and sporting events 
through “sticker shock” campaigns.  You will be noticing the billboards for Richardson 
County’s Prevention Is Key (PIK) along Highway 73 and Highway 4 and the banners 
for Johnson County’s Communities Action Network (CAN) hanging at the local high 
schools.  Pawnee County’s Prevention Action Coalition (PAC) just recently held a drug 
prevention walk that over 100 people participated in.  Nemaha County’s Nemaha 
Against Drug and Alcohol Abuse (NADAA) ran a campaign in the local newspapers 
titled “You Drink, You Drive, You Lose.”  Please support the efforts of our students 
and communities in their efforts to keep Southeast Nebraska safe and healthy. 

Drug Prevention Coalitions 
 Encourage Healthy, Responsible  

Decisions 

Pawnee County’s Prevention 
Action Coalition (PAC) held a 
drug prevention walk that over 
100 people participated in.    
 
Shown at the left are partici-
pants resting following the drug 
prevention walk. 
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RC&D OnRC&D OnRC&D On---Going & New Projects and PartnersGoing & New Projects and PartnersGoing & New Projects and Partners 
Project Name Project Partners & Sponsors 

Agriculture 
Southeast Nebraska Grassland Assoc. 
 
Wine School VII & Advanced Wine School 
 
 
 
Organic Farming  
 
 
 
Local Food Network  

Nebraska AG IMPACT Project; UNL Extension 
 
UNL Rural Initiative; UNL-Kimmel Education & Research Center; UNL Extension; Whis-
key Run Creek Vineyard & Winery; Nebraska Sustainable Ag Society; Center  for Rural 
Affairs 
 
Center for Rural Affairs; UNL Extension; NSDA-NRCS; Nebraska Sustainable Ag Society; 
Eight other RC&Ds; Nebraska Environmental Trust Fund; Organic Producers (Farmers/
Ranchers) 
 
UNL-Rural Initiative; UNL-Cooperative Development Center (NCDC); Buy Fresh Buy 
Local; Nebraska Sustainable Ag Society; UNL-Extension; Nebraska Food Cooperative; 
UNL Nutrition & Health Services; UNL Food Processing Center; UNL University Dining-
Good Fresh Local; UNL-Meat Science; UNL-Agribusiness Department; Great Plains 
RC&D; Center for Rural Affairs 

Business/Employment & Economic Development 
EDGE Business Training Class 
 
 
Enhancing Retail Birding Products  

SE Nebraska EDGE Coalition; UNL-Nebraska EDGE Program;  Federal Home Loan 
Bank; River Country Economic Development Corp.    
 
Nebraska Partnership for All Birds Conservation    

Community Service 
Drug Prevention Abuse Coalitions  Johnson, Nemaha, Pawnee, Richardson, & Saline County Coalitions; Region V Systems 

Natural Resources 
Duck & Buck Creek Drainage Control 
 
 
Five Rivers Weed Management Area  
 
 
 
Rulo Bluffs Conservation Plan 
 
 
Household Hazardous Waste Collections 
   
 
Electronics Collections 
 
School Lab Chemical Collections  

Nemaha Natural Resources District; Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS); U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers; Peru Drainage Districts  
 
County Weed Superintendents; Natural Resources Districts; Farm Service Agency (FSA);  
DuPont;  Nebraska Department of Agriculture; Kansas State University; UNL Extension; 
Dow AgroSciences 
 
Northern Prairies Land Trust; Nebraska Game & Parks Commission; National Audubon 
Society;  Nature Conservancy; Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
  
Nebraska Dept. of Environmental Quality (NDEQ); Nemaha and Lower Big Blue  
Natural Resources Districts; County Governments 
 
WasteCap Nebraska; NDEQ; Johnson, Nemaha & Pawnee Counties 
 
ESU 4, 5, & 6; NDEQ; Keep Nebraska Beautiful 

Tourism 
SE Nebraska Tourism Promotion 
 
Heritage Highway - Byway 136  
Promotion 
 
 
Birding in Southeast Nebraska 

Southeast Nebraska Tourism Council (SENTC); Nebraska Division of Tourism 
 
U.S. Dept. of Transportation; Nebraska Dept. of Roads (NDOR); Heritage Highway/Byway 
136 Tourism Association; Nebraska Dept. of  Economic Development; Homestead National 
Monument of America 
 
Nebraska Partnership for All Birds Conservation; Nebraska Division of Tourism;  Heritage 
Highway/Byway 136 Association; Beatrice/Gage County Convention & Visitors Bureau 
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Five Rivers RC&D Sponsors and Council Members 
   

     Council members may be appointed by the Council as at-large representatives or may be appointed by one 
of our sponsors:  Gage, Jefferson, Johnson, Nemaha, Otoe, Pawnee, Richardson and Saline Counties 
and the Lower Big Blue and Nemaha Natural Resources Districts (NRDs).  Sponsors support the Council 
with annual dues.   
     Members bring expertise to the Council from their professional experience and from service on other 
community development projects or boards.  When possible, they also supply manpower for RC&D projects.  
In return, the members’ communities benefit from what the Council members learn through their service. 

Alan Richard, President 
Pawnee County Representative 
62351  710th Trail 
Pawnee City, NE  68420 
(402)  852-2887 
alanrichardpcdc@yahoo.com 
 
Jessica Jones, Vice President 
At-Large Representative 
P.O. Box 779 
Tecumseh, NE  68450 
(402)  335-3669 
jjones12@unl.edu 
 
Alfred Gigstad, Secretary 
Otoe County Representative 
141 N. Park Lane 
Nebraska City, NE  68410 
(402) 873-3420 
 
Mary Kruger, Treasurer 
Nemaha County Representative 
821 13th Street 
Auburn, NE  68305 
(402) 274-4193 
dmkruger@windstream.net 
 
Ken Brockman 
Lower Big Blue NRD Alternate 
414 North 7th Street 
Beatrice, NE  68310 
(402) 223-3266 
pkbrockman@charter.net  
 
Carol S. Crook 
Otoe County Alternate 
6911 Maple Road 
Nebraska City, NE  68410 
(402) 873-4619 
crookfarm@windstream.net  
 
Ron Fleecs 
Gage County Alternate 
1401 North 14th 
Beatrice, NE  68310 
(402) 223-2052 
 
Jim Frager 
Jefferson County Representative 
3219 Northgate Drive 
Fairbury, NE  68352 
(402) 729-6153 
jfrager@diodecom.net 

Shirley Gronewold 
Gage County Representative 
3040 E. Dogwood Road 
Pickrell, NE  68422 
(402) 673-5325 
egronewold@windstream.net  
 
Tom Hamer 
Johnson County Representative 
226 North 5th Street 
Tecumseh, NE  68450 
(402) 335-2911 
tom@hamerfamily.net  
 
Dale Haverty 
At-Large Representative 
5691 G Road 
Nebraska City, NE  68410 
(402) 873-6159 
familycenter1@windstream.net 
 
Scott Kudrna 
Nemaha NRD Representative 
2301 Dahlke Avenue, Box 290 
Auburn, NE  68305 
(402) 274-4333 
j_s_kudrna@yahoo.com  
 
Robert Lorenz 
Lower Big Blue NRD  
720 County Road 1900 
Crete, NE  68333 
(402) 826-0298 
rjl68333@windstream.net  
 
Monty Lovelace 
Nemaha County Alternate 
73360 641st Ave. 
Auburn, NE 68305 
(402) 274-5784 
montylovelace@yahoo.com  
 
Willis Luedke 
Saline County Representative 
130 Lakeview Circle 
Crete, NE  68333 
(402) 826-2544 
wluedke@windstream.net 
 
 

Scott Nelson 
Nemaha NRD Alternate 
62161 Highway 136 
Tecumseh, NE  68450 
(402) 335-3325 
snelson@nemahanrd.org 
 
Ron Puhalla 
Pawnee County Alternate 
71400 621st Avenue 
Pawnee City, NE  68420 
(402) 852-2575 
ron@pawneenews.com 
 
Ron Rathe 
Johnson County Alternate 
172 N. 8th Street 
Tecumseh, NE  68450 
(402) 335-2208 
andyrathe_88@hotmail.com  
 
Paul Rohrbaugh 
At-Large Representative 
71718 617 Avenue 
Steinauer, NE  68441 
(402) 869-2396 
paulrohrbaugh@windstream.net 
 
Wilmer Schlake 
At-Large Representative 
1906 Jackson Street 
Beatrice, NE  68310 
(402) 228-933 
 
Jim Sefried 
Richardson County Alternate 
907 East 14th Street 
Falls City, NE  68355 
(402) 245-3874 
 
David Sickel 
Richardson County Representative 
2524 Morton St.  
Falls City, NE  68355 
(402) 245-5123  
kingdavid@sentco.net  
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Q.  What can RC&Ds do    that other organiza-
tions can’t? 
 
A.  Although they receive governmental support, 
RC&Ds are not entities of government; therefore 
the usual policies and constraints of local, state, 
and federal government programs do not limit 
them in the kinds of issues they decide to address, 
or in how they decide to do it.  
 
Q.  Can anyone be involved in RC&D activi-
ties? 
 
A.  Yes.  RC&D offers many opportunities for you 
to get involved and make things happen.  It doesn’t 
matter if you live in the city or  the country, or if 
you are a business owner or a homemaker, there’s 
always a place for you in RC&D.   
 
Just contact the RC&D office in Tecumseh                                                  
or your county representative to find out more. 
 
Q.  How are projects selected? 
 
A.  Anyone can approach the RC&D Council with 
a request for project assistance.  If the project fits 
the objectives of the Council’s Plan of Work, and 
if the help requested can be provided, the project is 
accepted.  

The Resource Conservation & Development (RC&D) program is sponsored by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA). The USDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs 
and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center 
at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th & Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C.  20250-9410 or 
call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD).  The USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

R e s o u r c e    C o n s e r v a t i o n    &    
D e v e l o p m e n t  ( R C & D )  

G a g e ,  J e f f e r s o n ,  J o h n s o n ,  N e m a h a ,  
O t o e ,  P a w n e e ,  R i c h a r d s o n  &  S a l i n e  

C o u n t i e s   

Five Rivers RC&D 
140 N. 4th  

P.O. Box 626 
Tecumseh NE 68450 

Phone: (402) 335-3347 
Fax: (402) 335-3450 
Website:  nercd.com  

 
     Five Rivers RC&D  received its name from the five major 
rivers within its territorial boundaries.  They are the two Blue 
Rivers, the two Nemaha Rivers and, of course, the Missouri 
River.   
 
     The RC&D  works with individuals and groups to improve 
the social, economic and environmental conditions in their 
communities. We help citizens gain access to a network of 
public and private services and financing to accomplish com-
munity projects. 
 
     Besides contribution to job creation, many  projects focus 
on the protection and improvement of natural resources or 
community facilities. Still others work on improving a commu-
nity’s way of life. All are designed to make rural communities 
more viable places to live. 
 
     Five Rivers RC&D is one of 12 RC&D Councils in Ne-
braska and 375 nationally.  All RC&D’s serve multiple-county 
areas and are organized as non-profit corporations. They re-
ceive administrative support from the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service, but are governed by a volunteer Council. 
For more information, contact: 

 RC&D office at 402-335-3347. 

 
Your Resource Conservation & Development  

(RC&D) 


