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RC&Ds Celebrate 50th Anniversary at the 2012 National 

Conference in Madison, WI 

Upcoming Events: 
 

 

 Five Rivers RC&D 

Council Meeting 

  June 21 ,2012 

 9:30 a.m.  

 Five Rivers RC&D 

 Tecumseh, NE 

 

 Five Rivers WMA “Weed 

Walk” 

  June 21 ,2012 

 10:00 a.m.  

 Spring Creek 

 Prairie Audubon 

 Center  

 Denton, NE 

 

 Five Rivers Weed 

Management Area 

Meeting 

  July 11, 2012 
 10:00 a.m. 

 5Rivers-Tecumseh, NE 

 

 Five Rivers RC&D 

Meeting 

  July 19, 2012 
 10:00 a.m. 

 ?Beatrice Community 

 Hospital-TBD 
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C O N N E C T I O N SC O N N E C T I O N S   
June 2012 

Volume 3, Issue 6 

Follow us on Facebook: to stay 

posted on the latest news!!! 

Over 175 RC&D Council Members, staff, and volunteers attended the 2012 National RC&D 

Conference in Madison, WI. The conference only happens every other year, therefore this 

was the first National RC&D Conference to take place since lost of federal funding. The 

conference offered a full agenda, providing members, staff, and volunteers with opportuni-

ties to learn about strategies that each Council can implement into their area plans and 

strengthen their communities. 

The conference featured six specialized training tracks: 

Grants Management and Responsibility, Non-Profit Management, Responsibility and Capacity Build-

ing, Marketing the RC&D Message, Forestry, and Conservation. Additionally, the conference fea-

tured specialized training sessions, success story presentations, outstanding exhibits, oppor-

tunities to network with fellow RC&D Council leaders, and much more.  

The Five Rivers RC&D submitted a Success Story outlining the history, dedication, and cur-

rent projects of the Five Rivers Weed Management Area, and was chosen to present at the 

conference. Executive Director, Bobbie Meints, presented the story during the Forestry Ses-

sion of the conference along with Carol Peters from Northeast RC&D, who shared a suc-

cess story of her own. Congratulations to the Five Rivers Weed Management Area for a job 

well done and Congratulations to the RC&D Association on 50 years of success!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured Left to right: Madison, WI Capitol Building; 

Bobbie Meints presenting WMA Success Story; 

2012 National RC&D Association Board; Olga 

Walter, National RC&D Association President. 
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CONNECTIONSCONNECTIONS   

“Weed Walk” at Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center 

15 minutes Southwest of Lincoln, NE. 

Sponsored by 5 Rivers WMA – Hosted by Lancaster County Weed Control 

June 21st, 2012 at 10 a.m. 

Come and learn how to identify the plants growing in the prairie from Chris Helzer, Program Direc-

tor - The Nature Conservancy, as well as Spring Creek Prairie's management program from Ben Mul-

larkey, Habitat Program Manager - Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center. 

Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center Mission  

Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center fosters the understanding, appreciation, and conservation of Nebraska’s tallgrass 

prairie ecosystem by engaging people in the site’s natural and cultural resources. 

Check it out at www.springcreekprairie.org  

 

Admission is free and lunch is provided by 5 Rivers WMA. Please RSVP so we 

can make sure to provide plenty to eat: 

Call Lancaster County Weed Department at 402-441-7817 or email 

weeds@lancaster.ne.gov and let us know how many will attend. 

 

Bring your hat, sunscreen, umbrella & camera.... shade is limited on 

the 

prairie so come prepared to enjoy the morning. 

 

Location: Spring Creek Prairie is located south of Denton, NE 

at 11770 SW 100th St. in Lancaster County - East side of the road. 

 

 

Visit www.springcreekprairie.org click on “Visit” and about ½ way down on 

the page you can type in your address for detailed directions. 

OR 

From Hwy 33, take SW 100th 2 ¾ mile north 

From the west edge of Denton, take SW 98th 3 ¼ miles south, 

it turns into SW 100th 

 

Five Rivers Weed Management Area to Sponsor “Weed Walk” 
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CONNECTIONSCONNECTIONS   

 

 
 

 

 

Five Rivers to Host 10th Annual Small-Scale Commercial Wine Making School! 

Small-Scale 

Commercial 

Wine Making 

School 

Learn the Art of 

Wine Making! 

8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. both days 

Kimmel Education and Research Center 

Nebraska City, NE 

October 19th and 20th, 2012 

The Workshop: 

Two days of intensive coverage of the art and technology of producing quality grape wines will include the following topics: 

Grapes – selection and quality issues 

Production equipment – types, costs and uses 

“Good housekeeping” – winery cleanliness/hygiene 

Laboratory equipment – procedures for analysis of must/wine 

Production of both white/blush wines and red wines, plus dessert wines 

Treatments of must/wine for clarity, stability and post-fermentation storage/aging 

Use of oak barrels or alternatives in fermentation and aging 

Bottling and labeling of wines 

Overview of wine styles and marketing issues 

Winery design issues 

Demonstrations of testing and hands-on use of lab equipment 

Friday night wine tasting and dinner at a local winery 

TUITION: $375.00/per person 

Price includes class materials, 

Friday lunch and dinner, wine 

tasting and refreshments, and 

Saturday lunch.) 

Advance registration and payment of 

tuition assures you a seat in the class. 

Class size is limited to 26.  Registra-

tions are accepted on a first-come-

first served basis.   

Your registration and check will hold 

your seat. 

Hosted By: Sponsored By:  

10 Years of 

Successful 

Wine Schools!!! 

Hurry! Seats 

are limited and 

fill quickly! 
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CONNECTIONSCONNECTIONS   

 

Presenters from within and outside of Nebraska will share their expertise on topics related to 

grazing animals and stewardship of grazing lands at the twelfth Nebraska Grazing Conference to 

be held at the Kearney Holiday Inn. 
 

On Tuesday, managing for biodiversity and livestock will be covered by two speakers. Justin 

Derner with the USDA-ARS High Plains Grasslands Research Station in Cheyenne, WY will address 

this issue with a western focus, while Sandy Smart from South Dakota State University in Brook-

ings will give the eastern focus. Both men received college degrees from the University of Nebras-

ka-Lincoln (UNL). 
 

Kathy Voth, founder of Livestock for Landscapes based in Loveland, CO, will give an afternoon presentation and conduct an evening 

session on training cows to eat weeds. 
 

Cost-share programs to deal with federal and state endangered species on ranches will be covered by Mike George, USFWS-Ecological 

Services. 
 

Concurrent sessions will be held the first day, one on winter grazing and the other on using monitoring to make land management 

decisions. That day will also feature the Matthewson family from Potter, winner of the Nebraska 2011 Leopold Conservation Award. 

The banquet speaker Tuesday evening will be UNL range scientist Walter Schacht, who will talk about his year teaching and conduct-

ing research on rangelands in Namibia, South Africa in 2011. 
 

Wednesday morning’s program includes presentations on managing drought risk on the ranch, including step-by-step drought plan-

ning, livestock feeding and financial considerations, insurance options, and lessons learned in drought planning. Concluding the pro-

gram on Wednesday afternoon will be a panel of producers who will discuss how to evaluate which grazing system option is best for 

your operation. 
 

Registration is $80 if postmarked by Aug. 1 and $95 afterward. One-day registrations are also available, and walk-ins are welcome. 

Reduced registration fees are offered for full-time high school or college students. Registration fees will be paid by the UNL College of 

Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources for students who will still be in high school this fall and who pre-register by the Aug. 1 

deadline. 
 

Hotel reservations can be made by contacting the Holiday Inn at (800) 248-4460 and specifying the Nebraska Grazing Conference for 

appropriate rates. 
 

More information is available at http://nebraskagrazingconference.unl.edu or from the UNL Center for Grassland Studies at (402) 

472-4101, e-mail grassland@unl.edu, or your local UNL extension office. 
 

The event is sponsored by several public and private organizations, including Five Rivers Resource, Conservation, and Development. 

 

2012 Nebraska Grazing Conference Aug. 14-15 in Kearney 
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CONNECTIONSCONNECTIONS   

June 2012 Five Rivers Area Project Updates 

5 Rivers Weed Management Area: The Five Rivers RC&D submitted a success story pertaining to the Five Rivers WMA area to the National RC&D 

Association and the story was among those that was highlighted at the National Conference in Madison, WI. Executive Director, Bobbie Meints, attended 

the conference and presented the success story as well as distributed Weed ID Guides and Sericea Lespedeza brochures. Weed ID Guides have been pro-

duced and list the 12 primary invasive week species in southeast Nebraska. To receive your guide, please contact any WMA member, Five Rivers Council 

Member, or the Five Rivers office at 402-335-3347. Stay tuned for more information or visit http://5riverswma.com  for additional WMA activities in your 

area.  
 

Nemaha County Drug Coalition (NADAA): For more information, please contact the NADAA Coordinator, Laura Osborne, at nadaacoordina-

tor@yahoo.com or 402-274-9485.  
 

Johnson County Can (CAN): For more information on CAN, contact Sandy Weyers at sweyers@esu4.org.  
 

Byway 136-Heritage Highway: The Heritage Highway Organization has begun a new passport program with over 16 different locations spread out along 

Highway 136 from Red Cloud to Brownville, NE. Visit each one, get a stamp, and get entered in the drawing! Be sure to bring your camera to capture those 

interesting sites along Byway 136 and enter the photo contest! For more information on activities of the Heritage Highway, go to 

www.heritagehighway136.org.  
 

SENTC: The group is already working with Enterprise on the 2013 Travel Guide, which will highlight the group’s 25th Anniversary! The group continues to 

meet monthly. To become a member, please contact Yvonne Dalluge at my.blue.heaven@windstream.net. For information on Southeast Nebraska traveling, 

go to www.visitsoutheastnebraska.org.  
 

Anhydrous Tank: The Southeast Nebraska Methamphetamine and Other Drug Advisory Board, with the assistance of Nebraska Agri-Business Institute, 

have encouraged 140 Agriculture Retailers in requesting tamper tags and meth watch decals for all anhydrous tanks. All participating Ag Retailers can adhere 

decals to tanks this spring, as well as promote the use of tags by producers during spring application. Contact Sandy Morrissey at Region V at smor-

risey@rpc.region5systems.net.  
 

Steamboat Trace Trail: The Peru Area Development Committee met with the Nemaha County Visitor Committee on August 15, 2011 to request grant 

funds for the QR Coding of Steamboat Trace Trail, “Next Generation Trail”  as well as the Campground Shelters. The Peru Area Development Committee 

requested $7,409 for the QR Coding and $7500 for the shelters and was awarded the full amount. The Adirondack shelters have been built and according 

to the Nemaha NRD, the trail should reopen in July. The committee continues to work closely with Five Rivers RC&D, the Nemaha NRD, Peru State Col-

lege, and the city of Peru.  
 

SouthEast Nebraska Grassland Association (SENGA): For more information or if you are interested in joining the SENGA group contact Paul 

Rohrbaugh at (402) 869-2396 or Bobbie Meints at (402) 335-3347 for more information.  
 

Small-Scale Commercial Wine Making School X: Five Rivers is beginning preparations for its’ annual Small-Scale Commercial Wine Making School, 

which will be held October 19th and 20th from 8:30-4:00 both days at the Kimmel Education and Research Center in Nebraska City. This is a special year, 

as this is the 10th year that Five Rivers RC&D has hosted the wine school. Tuition for the course is $375 per person, and this price includes all meals, 

drinks, snacks, and materials for the course. Seats are limited to 24 and do fill quickly. Please call Bobbie Meints at Five Rivers RC&D at 402-335-3347 or 

email 5rivers.meints@gmail.com to reserve your spot today!!!  
 

Advanced QuickBooks Training: Five Rivers is once again partnering with REAP to offer Advanced QuickBooks training to business owners and individ-

uals ready to take the next step and learn more about the program. The next Advanced training will begin at 9 am on July 17th at the Falls City Chamber of 

Commerce in Falls City, NE. If you would like to attend a training session in your community, contact 402-335-3347 or 5rivers.meints@gmail.com to re-

serve your spot today! 
 

Scrap Tire Collections: Five Rivers RC&D applied on behalf of 4 counties in the 5Rivers area and received funding for all 4 of those counties! Jefferson, 

Johnson, Pawnee, and Richardson Counties will be hosting scrap tire collections in the near future. For more information, please contact your county offices. 

(see page 3 in this issue for more information.) 
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Five Rivers RC&D  

140 N 4th Street  

PO Box 626 

Tecumseh, NE 68450 

Tel: 402-335-3347 

 

Fax: 402-335-3450 

E-mail: 5rivers.meints@gmail.com   

"Nebraska RC&Ds:  Local Effort - Regional Impact"  

 Jessica Jones, President  

 Jim Frager, Vice-President 

 Alfred (Doc) Gigstad, Secretary 

 Mary Kruger, Treasurer 

 Alan Richard, Past President 

 Scott Kudrna, Member  

 Robert Lorenz, Member 

 David Sickel, Member 

 Rex Adams, Member 

 Tom Hamer, Member 

 Ron Puhalla, Member  

 Paul Rohrbaugh, Member 

 Wilmer Schlake, Member 

Five  R ivers  RC&D Counc i l  

 Jim Davidson, Member 

 Michael Dux, Member 

 Howard McNiff, Member 

 Scott Nelson, Member 

 Dale Haverty, Member 

 Myron Dorn, Member 

 Ken Brockman, Member 

 Carol S. Crook, Member 

 Willis Luedke, Member 

 Marvin Bohling, Member 

Staff: 

 Bobbie Meints, Executive Director 

 

Vision: 
 

Recognizing the value of the 

region, the Five Rivers RC&D 

serves as a model of positive, 

proactive leadership for con-

tinued growth and prosperity. 

 

Mission: 
 

To educate citizens, develop 

leadership, and revitalize the 

area through cooperative 

partnerships and leveraged 

resources. 


