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Lower Platte Weed Management Area Report By Mike Reed
Lower Platte Weed Management Area (LPWMA) is using aerial imagery to conduct surveys during the
dormant invasive plant season. A process called remote sensing uses color infrared imagery and mapping software to identify the color signature for Noxious Phragmites. The mapping software accurately
predicts locations where the plant is likely growing according to the color pixels in the imagery. Weed
Control Superintendents will be conducting ground surveys to follow up with the remote sensing surveys. Winter and early spring are excellent times to identify stands of Phragmites (see picture), a plant
that is typically found in wet or semi wet habitats including lakes, ponds, roadside ditches, crop edges,
and other wetlands. Phragmites quickly forms a dense, thick mat of vegetation that chokes out all other
vegetation including native plants within only a few years. The plant can produce viable seed within this
timeframe; these seeds can be moved by wind or other pathways to other wetlands or streams like
the Platte River. The LPWMA encourages weed watchers to report these areas
of Phragmites. Individuals can report locations on our website, lowerplattewma.org, or contact their local County Weed Control Superintendent.

Phragmites found along
the Platte River in
eastern Nebraska
(what it looks like in winter)
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NEBRASKA GREAT PLAINS RC&D BOARD MEMBERS – 2011
1.Duwaine Brigman, President
Representing: Sarpy County
landf@sarpy.com or dbrigman@sarpy.com

12 Doug Watts
Representing: Saunders County
watts@wahoo.ne.us

2. Annette Mastny, Vice President
Representing: Lower Platte North NRD
amastny70@hotmail.com

13. Janet McCartney
Representing Cass County
jmmccart@jagwireless.net

3. Nancy Bohaty, Secretary
Alternate for Butler County
nbohaty@gmail.com
4. Jennifer Woita, Treasurer
Alternate for Sanders County
Woita@wahoo.ne.us
5. Gary C. Bergman, State President
Representing: Lancaster County
gbergman1@unl.edu
6. Jim Peterson

Representing: Cass County
jimp@ellipse.net
7. Mary Koci
Representing: Seward County
huskers8@windstream.net
8. Ralph Puls
Representing: Papio-Missouri River NRD
rpuls@papionrd.org
9. Walter Bohaty
Representing: Butler County
nbohaty@gmail.com
10. Vance Teegerstrom
Representing: Upper Big Blue NRD
402-764-4121
11. Norman Hanson, State Treasurer
Representing: Douglas County
njhanson2@msn.com

~

~

~

~

~

Alternates:
Larry Hudkins, Lancaster County
commish@lancaster.ne.gov
Mike Reed, Douglas County
MReed@co.douglas.ne.us
Marty Hein, Sarpy County
mhein@sarpy.com
Roger Houdersheldt, Upper Big Blue NRD
402-527-5755
George Lyons, Polk County
glyons@pcrppd.com.
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Save the Date, February 10th & 11th, 2012. Healthy Farms &
Rural Advantage Conference. Nebraska City, Nebraska!
2012: Plan to attend the Healthy Farms & Rural Advantage Conference in Nebraska City, Nebraska.
The dates for 2012 are February 10-11 at the Lied Lodge and Conference Center. Our keynote this
year is Fred Kirschenmann,http://www.leopold.iastate.edu/about/fred_writings.
We will also have a capstone address from Tom Field of the Engler Agribusiness Entrepreneurship
Program,http://casnr.unl.edu/engler
There will also be a full schedule of youth programming complete with hands-on demonstrations,
youth lead sessions, and more. Included in the registration for the youth program is the Arbor Day
Tree Adventure. The "2012 Youth Schedule" attachment has details.
Lodging Details: The room rate for this year is $89 for a single and $99 for a double. The rate is
good from February 7th to February 12th, so make it a vacation! To reserve a room call, 800-5465433 and reserve a room under "The Rural Advantage / Healthy Farms reservations." The deadline
for reserving a room under this block is January 20th. The rates will still be good after January 20th,
but there is no guarantee rooms will be available. Please reserve rooms right away.
Exhibitor/Sponsor Information:There are numerous ways to participate in the conference including
exhibitor and sponsor opportunities. More information can be found in the attachments.
Registration: To register please call

Nemaha County Extension Office, 402-274-4755

About: The Healthy Farms/Rural Advantage Conference provides an opportunity for participants to
acquire useful information on numerous alternatives to expand their farming operations while also
practicing and promoting conservation. The conference exposes participants to new and innovative
ways to utilize their agricultural operations. It also provides a platform for new, transitioning or beginning farmers to network and learn first hand from fellow farmers as well as the latest research.
The conference also provides support for current farmers by fostering growth and stability in sustainable farming methods, including organic agriculture and sustainable agriculture. We do this by helping farmers to develop innovative ideas and projects that can impact their local communities and areas. A variety of interactive educational opportunities are available for adults and youth. Participants
will have the chance to network with experts, university faculty, and fellow agricultural colleagues.
Besides providing informative, educational sessions the conferences has commercial and educational exhibits.
Continued on page 6
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MarketPlace 2012 in Kearney, NE 2/22/12
With 5 years of successful MarketPlaces behind us, we're about to shake things up!
Join us for the 6th Annual 2012 Nebraska MarketPlace conference at the Ramada Inn and Conference Center
in Kearney, NE, on Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2012. You asked for a one day, value-packed day, and we're delivering!
LEARNING TRACKS: We have made some changes - we've added two new tracks: Social Media and
Round Tables. Other featured sessions this year rounding out the education focus include Innovation, Marketing, Business Development and Financials.
THEME: Advocating for and nurturing sustainable, innovative, entrepreneurial ventures, businesses and
communities are our focus! We are also GOING GREEN. We are using technology to maximize our efficiencies and reduce waste.
SPEAKERS: The speaker line-up this year is again exceptional! All of the speakers are key experts in
their fields and will present highly interactive sessions. You will leave with tools and information you can immediately apply to your daily operations. Look for the Agenda and more information soon to be on our website
at http://www.cfra.org/marketplace/ne-12
FEATURED SPEAKERS: Thanks to the Rural Enterprise Assistance Project Women's Business Center,
we are eager and excited to bring in JOANNE STEELE, Owner and CEO of Rural Tourism Marketing Group
from Dunsmuir, California. Her keynote message, "It Takes A Village to Create and Sustain An Entrepreneur"
is right on the mark for the status of ways our various communities can help grow and nurture the foundation
of our rural economies…our businesses and entrepreneurial ventures.
Steele has worked for over 15 years helping rural small businesses, and rural communities learn effective
marketing strategies and community development techniques that utilize local resources. She worked as Director of Tourism for a rural California county for 10 years utilizing a small operating budget to generate over $4
million equivalent press coverage for rural businesses. She'll also present a session titled, "Taking Control of
your Internet Marketing". Watch for her article in the January Prairie Fire News! You won't want to miss it!
We are also pleased to bring CORY GEFFRE, SCOTT MEYER and JOHN MEYER from South Dakota.
They are full of energy and bring many unique ideas, tools and insights to business owners and entrepreneurs
about how to maximize your exposure in reaching your specific audiences while integrating and minimizing
your investments. They will be providing several sessions too, improving your chance to catch them.
RZ BOUNCE is back by popular demand! Entrepreneurs and business owners can come early - on Tuesday, February 21 from 1:00-4:00 pm to "meet the experts" and ask them specific questions to gain their insight, suggestions and foresight about issues, challenges and opportunities. This is sure to be a valuable investment of your time … but space is limited to the first 12 businesses! Note: Registration for this event is separate
from the conference registration; fee is just $15 per person.
BRING A FRIEND: MarketPlace is the perfect place for potential and current entrepreneurs, existing
business owners, specialty crop growers, farmers & ranchers, community & economic developers, community
leaders, organizations that serve business development and young adults interested in entrepreneurship.
IMPACTS: Entrepreneurs who attend MarketPlace tell us it is making a difference. Fifty two percent of
small business participants have started, expanded, or made changes to their business because of this conference; and nearly 88% of small businesses who made changes or expanded their business as a result of
Continued on page 5
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Holistic Management Grazing Planning Class - 23-25 Feb 2012
Learn how to sustainably manage your pastures, year after year. Here is an opportunity for you to
learn first-hand how to plan your grazing in 2012 using the Holistic Management Planned Grazing
approach. Randy Holmquist and Ralph Tate are offering a 3-day class in Chamberlain, SD (23-25
Feb 2012) to teach the HM planned grazing approach. Ralph developed the grazing plan software
that is currently marketed around the world by HMI. The software is easy to use and will significantly
improve your ability to manage your pastures. The 3-day class discusses grazing principles, teaches
the Holistic Management grazing approach, and enables all participants to plan their 2012 grazing for
their own ranch/farm using the grazing plan software.
The cost is $250 for the class (second member of the ranch/farm is $50) and $100 for the software
program. Lunch is provided for all three days. A minimum of 5 attendees is required to conduct the
class. For those interested, contact Randy Holmquist at (605) 473-5356 or randy@zhvalley.com or
Ralph Tate at (402) 932-3405 or tater2d2@cox.net. It promises to be a great class that will be well
worth your time!
Ralph & Carolyn Tate

All Things Natural

(402) 932-3405

MarketPlace 2012 Continued from page 4
Marketplace sought financing to do so. 79% of attending small businesses reported using new resources because of their participation in MarketPlace and the networking it afforded.
VALUE: With the new twist on the conference, one thing remains unchanged….The great line-up of presenters, exhibitors, sponsors and fellow attendees makes this the place to be on Feb. 22, 2012! Help us spread
the word and increase the networking value for yourself and others, and help impact other businesses and communities in your areas!
EXHIBITOR AND SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: Businesses and organizations have a chance to
tap into many outstanding marketing opportunities by having an exhibit booth or through a sponsorship to
MarketPlace. The diverse sponsorship levels offer opportunities for organizations and businesses to choose the
level which best fits your marketing budget. Those interested in sponsorship or exhibitor information should
contact Shawnna Silvius, shawnnas@cfra.org or402-873-4027. For more on MarketPlace
visit: www.cfra.org/marketplace/ne-12 .
REGISTER TODAY: MarketPlace 2012 where you will Connect. Learn. Be Inspired! Attached is the registration brochure and form or you can register online at http://go.unl.edu/marketplace. Registration is just $45
per person until January 25, then price increases to $55.
QUESTIONS: Please contact Shawnna Silvius at shawnnas@cfra.org or Kathie Starkweather
at kathies@cfra.org.
See you in Kearney in February!
The Center for Rural Affairs and the USDA Rural Development are Equal Opportunity Providers, Employers,
and Lenders.
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Healthy Farms & Rural Advantage Conference, cont. From Pg 3
Sessions: This year’s agenda offers a number of breakout sessions with topics ranging from; Raw
Milk for pastures, grazing, local foods distribution, Farm Bill, , Energy, and many more. We will also
once again have a full youth program with many of the presenters being youth and presenting on
projects from their farms. The NCR-SARE Program will be doing their farmers forum during the conference and will showcase the numerous farm projects funded with assistance from the SARE
grants program.
Transitioning, Raw Milk, Nebraska Legislation, High tunnels, Farm Bill, SARE Farmers Forum, Distribution, Mobile Meat Processing Unit, Pollinators, Grassfed Beef, And many more!
We will also have an expanded youth program. Included in the youth registration is a trip to the Tree
Adventure,http://www.arbordayfarm.org/
Roundtable Discussions: In June NSAS hosted representatives from the USDA, FSA and the
White House in a series of roundtable discussions. As an extension on these roundtable format discussions we will be holding a series of discussions at the conference. In an attachement you will
find complete details about this new feature. To date we will have scheduled roundtable discussions
on; Animal Welfare, Pipeline, Legal talk for farmers, NSAS What's it all about, Biodynamics, Farm
Beginnings Nebraska, Young Farmers Coalition, Nebraska Natural Resource Conservation Service,
and more.
All-Nebraska events: The first and original local foods event in Nebraska. A highlight of the conference will be the All-Nebraska Dinner, Live Auction and Entertainment featuring foods grown and
raised in Nebraska and prepared by the highly skilled chefs of the Lied Lodge & Conference Center.
All funds raised go towards NSAS. Included with the cost of the meal is the entertainment for the
evening which will feature "Larry and the Sustainables," the Local Barbershop Quartet.
FAQ Farmer's Market: We will once again hold the FAQ Farmer's Market. It will be Saturday, February 11th beginning at 10:30 and will be open to the public. In a trade show/farmer's market style
setting, the FAQ will feature Nebraska's many diverse sustainable farms showcasing their farm, their
products, their methods, their practices and answering questions! FAQ, Farmers Answering Questions! This event of the conference will be free to the public and is free for farmers to attend and
have a booth. To reserve a free table please send me an email.
Website: For up to the minute details please visit, http://nebsusag.org/conference.shtml
Help spread the word, http://www.facebook.com/events/273058016083276/
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Gretchen Swanson Center for Nutrition
Programs & Dates of Upcoming Events
CENTER RECEIVES FUNDING FOR
NEBRASKA FOOD ASSESSMENT
The Center recently received funding from the ConAgra Foods Foundation to conduct a needs assessment of
the food system and related topics, such as food insecurity, in Nebraska with an emphasis on Omaha. A small
working group will be created to help guide the assessment content and procedures. The goal of the project is
to gain a better understanding of the current food system in Nebraska as well as identify needs and areas of
concern for citizens and key stakeholders to better understand and help impact future food-related efforts. As
the project concludes in the next several months, a blueprint report will be shared with the community.

FARM TO SCHOOL RETREAT AND FARM TOUR SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 9
On Friday, March 9, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., the Center will host Douglas County school food service personnel
and others for a Farm to School Retreat and Farm Tour. Included in the day will be tours of Common Good
Farm, Robinette Farmsand the school garden at Mickle Middle School in Lincoln, a catered lunch featuring
locally sourced foods and bus transportation. Ms. Chris Kirby, Oklahoma Farm to SchoolAdministrator, will
be the luncheon keynote speaker.
Space is very limited with food service personnel receiving first priority. If you are interested in space availability or making a reservation, please contact Farm to School Coordinator Chelsey Erpelding
atcerpelding@centerfornutrition.org or (402) 559-7388. Reservations are due by January 31.

CDC REPORT REVIEWS HEALTHY FOOD
RETAIL INITIATIVES
The Division of Nutrition, Physical Activity, and Obesity at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
just released the report “State Initiatives Supporting Healthier Food Retail: An Overview of the National Landscape.” The report provides readers with useful information about the rationale for and characteristics of
healthier food retail legislation enacted in the last decade. The report also provides public health practitioners
and their partners with potential action steps that can be used to inform and educate others about the benefits of
improved access to fruits and vegetables and other healthier foods through initiatives in their state.
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Farm Food Safety Training with GAPs
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m
Farmers Market Managers and Fruit & Vegetable Growers,
Are you interested in developing a Farm Food Safety Plan? Would you like to hear about best practices in
handling your fresh produce? If so, then check out the Farm Foods Safety Trainings with GAPs. This winter,
there are one-day trainings that will be held across the state. You can choose any location and they are free of
charge. The trainings are open to producers in all stages or production. Whether your market is a local farmers
market or a chain store, this training with be meaningful for your operation.
The trainings are conducted by a team of University of Nebraska Extension educators in conjunction with the
University of Nebraska Rural Initiative and the Nebraska Farmers' Market Association in partnership with Old
Cheney Road Farmers' Market (OCRFM). The Farmers' Market Association is working to increase food safety
practices for both vendors and customers at Nebraska's Farmers' Markets. In addition to helping with these
training sessions, educational materials are being created and distributed state wide to increase consumer's
awareness of what to look for when buying produce and how to safely handle and store it once it has been purchased. Farmers’ markets are great places for Nebraskans to find and buy specialty crops grown by local
farmers. In the last decade, the number of Nebraska farmers’ markets has doubled in size from 45 in 2000 to
approximately 90 in 2010. This growth is not expected to slow down due to the increased interest in local
foods.
Safe, locally grown produce is as important to the producers as it is to consumers. The purpose of providing
Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) training is to reduce the risks of microbial contamination of fruits and
vegetables. The overarching aim is to help increase the safety or quality of local foods and this starts by developing a farm food safety plan that is safe and achievable.
Join us for a training,
GAPs Farm Food Safety Training Team
SAVE THE DATE
January 25, 2012
Panhandle Research and Extension Center
4502 Ave. "I", Scottsbluff, NE 69361
January 26, 2012
Valentino’s Restaurant
55 River Road, Ogallala, NE 69153
Continued on page 9

Jan 2012

Page 9

Farm Food Safety Training with GAPs continued from Page 8
January 27, 2012
Buffalo County Extension Svc
1400 E 34th St, Kearney, NE 68847
February 8, 2012
Lifelong Learning Center, UNL classroom
801 East Benjamin Ave, Norfolk, NE 68702
February 15, 2012
Douglas/Sarpy Extension Office
8015 W. Center Road, Omaha, NE 68124
Please register at http://go.unl.edu/7ka.
Pre-registration is required and due one week prior to training.
For more information on the workshops, email GAPS@unl.edu or call (402) 472-2940
EXTENDSION OF SIGN-UP PERIOD FOR CONSERVATION STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM
LINCOLN, Jan. 11, 2012 – USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Chief Dave White today
announced that the cut-off date for the current Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) ranking period has
been extended to January 27, 2012. Producers who maintain a high level of conservation on their land and
agree to adopt higher levels of stewardship are eligible for CSP payments.
“We want to make sure that people who want to be considered for CSP during this first ranking period
have the time they need to complete their applications,” White said. “CSP is a very popular program and I
encourage interested producers to apply at their local NRCS office as soon as they can.”
CSP is a voluntary program that encourages agricultural and forestry producers to maintain existing
conservation activities and adopt additional ones on their operations by providing financial incentives. It has
been a successful program in Nebraska. In the last two years, over 1,600 contracts in 91 counties have been
enrolled into CSP.
CSP is available statewide. The program provides many conservation benefits including improving
water and soil quality, wildlife habitat enhancement and adopting conservation practices that address the effects of climate change.
Producers are encouraged to apply for CSP at their local NRCS office. The program, authorized in
the 2008 Farm Bill, offers payments to producers who maintain a high level of conservation on their land and
who agree to adopt higher levels of stewardship. Eligible land includes cropland, grassland, prairie, improved
pastureland, non-industrial private forestland, and agricultural land under the jurisdiction of an Indian tribe.
Additional assistance is available to beginning or socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers.
A CSP self-screening checklist is available to help producers determine if CSP is suitable for their
operation. The checklist highlights basic information about CSP eligibility requirements, contracts obligations and potential payments. It is available from local NRCS offices and
at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/csp.

Helping People Help Themselves

Vision
To educate citizens, develop leadership, &
revitalize the area through cooperative
partnerships & leveraged resources.

Mission
Serve as models of positive, proactive
NE Great Plains RC&D
President: Duwaine Brigman
phone 402-253-2461
Past President: Norm Hanson
phone 402-444-6181

leadership for other rural towns in the
Midwest region to share resources,
successes & opportunities to energize the
area.

We’re on the Web!
http://www.nercd.org
Calendar of Events
Growing Farmers Workshops 2012
If you have a dream of starting a market farm business, then this workshop series is for you!
Classes start Saturday, January 21. Registration deadline is Monday, January 16.
Visit our website, www.communitycrops.org for more information and to register.

Breeding for Nutrition Workshop and Breeding for Microbial Interaction Workshop
Online. January 21. 3:30 PM EST. This webinar is two 90-minute sessions with a 30-minute break between
sessions. Breeding for Nutrition: Organic eaters want nutritious food, but some modern breeding programs
may be increasing yields at the cost of nutrition. Learn about breeding programs working with classical breeding methods (non-GMO) to breed nutritionally superior crops. Breeding for Microbial Interaction: Many beneficial soil microorganisms provide plants with access to nutrients, improve water uptake and even have the potential to suppress certain soil borne diseases. The ability to breed plants to optimize their interaction with the
soil microbiology holds great potential to enhance organic farming systems. Hear about the latest studies in
this important and expanding field. https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/325292192

